SEVEN MOST POPULAR PASSENGER PORTS
IN ITALY

Along the Tyrrhenian, Adriatic, lonian, and Ligurian Seas, Italy
enjoys a 7,900-kilometer coastline that supports a rich network of
ports. Natural bridging Europe, North Africa, and Asia, its strategic
location in the Mediterranean makes sense.

Under the Port System Authorities, the nation has more than 50
important ports, with 20 categorized sites as main commercial
centers. Every year, Italian ports handle more than 63 million
people—including cruise and ferry passengers; around 9 million of them are cruise passengers.
Based on passenger flow, Tourism Review, in collaboration with Ferryhopper, the leading European
ferry ticket provider, introduces the most frequently used Italian ports.

Messina Port (IT MSN)

Often referred to as "the gateway to Sicily," the Port of Messina on Sicily's northeastern coast along
the Strait of Messina has grown to be one of Mediterranean Europe's most significant cruise ports.
Especially in the twenty-first century, its strategic location next to mainland Italy and along the path
to major destinations like Taormina and Mount Etna has resulted in a notable increase in cruise
traffic. Mostly operating as a stopover for Mediterranean cruise lines, the port draws visitors keen to
see Sicily's rich natural and cultural resources.

With around 10 million people handled yearly, it is among Italy's biggest ports in passenger traffic.
Apart from that, it handles significant automobile traffic—roughly 3 million vehicles and trucks
across the Strait of Messina annually using ferry operations.

Villa San Giovanni Por (IT VSG)

Rather than a conventional cruise ship port, the Calabrian, Italian port of Villa San Giovanni on the
Strait of Messina is mostly recognized as a major ferry hub linking mainland Italy to Sicily. Its cruise
activity is small when compared to big Italian cruise ports such as Naples, Venice, or Civitavecchia
(Rome). Rather, the port mostly concentrates on ferry operations moving people, cars, and railway
convoys between Villa San Giovanni and Messina, Sicily.

Because of its strategic location at the narrowest point of the Strait of Messina, the port provides
one of Italy's busiest marine connections—that of Villa San Giovanni to Messina. The main operator,
Caronte & Tourist, provides around 54 daily ferry crossings, or over 368 weekly sailings. This
produces almost constant service; boats running 24/7 leave typically every 20 to 30 minutes both
during the day and at night. Depending on the kind of vessel and the state of the weather, the ferry
ride takes 20 to 25 minutes.

Napoli Port (IT NAP)

In the Gulf of Naples, right in the center of the city, is the Port of Naples, or Napoli. One of the most
important seaports in the nation and a main hub in the Mediterranean Sea basin, it is Near famous
sites such as Mount Vesuvius and the ancient town of Naples, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the
port is

Part of the TEN-T, Trans-European Transport Network, the Port of Napoli is a major European



https://www.ferryhopper.com/
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/infrastructure-and-investment/trans-european-transport-network-ten-t_en

transport hub. Among the few ports in the Mediterranean equipped to fit the biggest cruise ships
worldwide is this one. Often the starting point for Mediterranean cruises, this one of Italy's biggest
ports in passenger traffic and freight volume is an important center for cruise tourism.

With Naples playing a major role, the Port of Naples in combination with Salerno is predicted to
count around 9 million passengers in 2024.

Marina Grande of Capri (IT CPR)

Capri mostly uses Marina Grande as her port. Off the Sorrentine Peninsula in the Tyrrhenian Sea,
Capri is an island in Italy's Campania region. For those coming from Naples, Sorrento, and other
surrounding coastal towns by ferry, hydrofoil, or cruise tender, it is the main port of entrance.
Unlike the Port of Naples, which handles significant passenger and freight traffic, Marina Grande
mostly concentrates on passenger services, with modest cargo operations serving mainly tourist and
local transit requirements.

Via a number of operators—including SNAV, NLG, Caremar, Alilauro, and Alicost— Marina Grande
links Capri to the mainland and surrounding islands. While slower ships may reach Naples in up to
80 minutes, high-speed ferries take 20 to 50 minutes. Services run year-round, most often from April
to October. Travel timings are between 20 to 25 minutes to Sorrento, 45 to 80 minutes to Naples,
and 50 to 60 minutes to Amalfi.

Although precise annual numbers vary, Marina Grande is said to accommodate more over 2 million
people annually, most of them coming in summer. Peak summer days allow the port to handle about
10,000 incoming and leaving passengers.

Olbia Port (IT OLB)

One important Mediterranean marine center on Sardinia's northeastern coast is the Port of Olbia.
It's close to one of the most opulent and exclusive travel spots on Earth—the Costa Smeralda. Olbia,
being close to this area, is often referred regarded as the "Gateway to Costa Smeralda."

Among Sardinia's busiest ports, it manages over 3.5 million people yearly and serves as a critical
link between the island and the Italian mainland. Designed to handle up to 6,000 daily passengers,
the main passenger terminal fits roll-on/roll-off passenger ships as well as ferries and cruise ships. It
has contemporary amenities fit for many kinds of boats.

With up to 25 weekly voyages ranging five to seven hours, the port links Sardinia to numerous
mainland Italian ports, notably Civitavecchia (Rome). Furthermore, especially in the summer, the
port hosts stops for cruise ships touring the Mediterranean.

Port Piombino (IT PI0O)

Crucially for the seaside town of Piombino in the province of Livorno, Tuscany, Italy, is the Port of
Piombino. Located at the meeting point of the Ligurian Sea and the Tyrrhenian Sea, it is a main
entrance to the Tuscan Archipelago, especially Elba Island, and other locations like Corsica and
Sardinia. Piombino, one of Tuscany's busiest ports, is often referred to as the "Gateway to Elba" due
to its clos ness to the island.

Additionally close to the harbor lies the National Park of Tuscan Archipelago, known for its natural
beauty and variety. Moreover, the port is a component of the main European transport corridor
TEN-T (Trans-European Transport Network).

Port Ischia (IT ISH)

About thirty kilometers from Naples, Ischia Porto on the northeastern shore of Ischia is the biggest



Phlegrean Islands in the Tyrrhenian Sea. The port has a natural harbor created from an old volcanic
crater as well as Lago del Borgo, often known as Lago de' Bagni. King Ferdinand II of the Two
Sicilies ordered the harbor to be opened to the sea in 1854, therefore producing the circular port we
know today covering around 100,000 square meters.

Any trip to the island should include Ischia Porto as it is a useful transit hub with historical appeal
and an energetic environment. The main entry to Ischia, the port handles tourist and commercial
traffic. With frequent year-round services to Naples (Molo Beverello and Calata Porta di Massa) and
Pozzuoli, it links the island to mainland Italy and other islands via ferries and hydrofoils. From May
to September, seasonal services run Capri, Sorrento, Positano, Amalfi, and Salerno.

Ischia also has thermal spas, which draw visitors from all over. The harbor is next to one of Ischia's
most famous sites, the old Castello Aragonese fortress.
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