
THE SILVER ECONOMY AND TOURISM BY
2030

As life expectancy increases and the global population ages, the
silver economy emerges as a crucial factor of economic
development worldwide. This economy encompasses goods and
services tailored for individuals over 60, significantly influencing
many sectors, particularly tourism.

By 2030, the United Nations projects that this age group will represent nearly 22% of the global
population, making it a vital force within the tourism industry. The trends and opportunities
associated with the silver economy and senior travelers will shape the future of tourism.

The Silver Economy: A Growing Economic Power

According to the United Nations, the global population of seniors (aged 60+) is expected to reach
1.4 billion by 2030, marking a 40% increase over a decade. According to Oxford Economics, seniors
will represent a significant portion of global consumption, with their purchasing power projected to
total $15 trillion in 2030.

This spending power is heavily concentrated in the healthcare, housing, technology, and tourism
sectors. The OECD reports that consumer spending among older individuals is growing faster than
that among younger adults, driven by robust pensions and a tendency to focus their wealth on
experiences such as travel, leisure, and well-being.

The Impact of Silver Travelers

The growth of the silver economy significantly influences the tourism sector. By 2030, seniors are
projected to make up 35% of all international travelers, according to the World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO). This statistic indicates a significant shift in tourism demand, highlighting
specific preferences of senior travelers:

Longer stay: Seniors have more time to travel and often prefer longer stays.

Focus on well-being and comfort: cruises, spas, and personalized tours are among the main
preferences.

Off-season travel: This flexibility helps avoid crowds and optimize costs.

Flagship Destinations for Senior Travelers

According to a study by the WTTC (World Travel & Tourism Council), the most popular destinations
for seniors in 2030 will include:

Europe: Spain, Italy, and Greece remain the leading destinations for sunny and cultural stays.

Asia-Pacific: Countries like Thailand, Japan, and Vietnam offer a rich culture and accessible
services at competitive prices.



The Americas: The Caribbean and Latin America lure with cruises and long-term residencies.

A Significant Contribution

According to the UNWTO, senior tourism is projected to generate $520 billion by 2030, reflecting an
average growth rate of 7% per year compared to 2020. In particular, the cruise industry is expected
to acquire a substantial portion of this market, with an estimated 30 million senior passengers
anticipated by 2030, according to the Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA).

Silver Tourism Trends and Opportunities

Wellness and health tourism1.

As the population ages, there is a growing emphasis on health and well-being. According to the
Global Wellness Institute, the health tourism industry is projected to reach $1 trillion by 2030, with
significant involvement from seniors. Spa treatments, yoga retreats, and fitness-focused vacations
are expected to be key components of this trend.

Intergenerational travel2.

More seniors enjoy traveling with their families. A Booking com study revealed that 65% of seniors
prefer to travel with their children and/or grandchildren. This trend creates an opportunity for hotels
and tour operators to offer activities that serve all generations.

Technology and accessibility3.

The seniors of 2030 will be well-connected through technology. Mobile apps for booking and
planning trips and tools like virtual reality for exploring destinations will change their habits.

Sustainability and eco-responsibility4.

Seniors prioritize sustainable and ethical travel. A UNWTO study shows that 45% of seniors
currently prefer destinations with low ecological impact that support local communities.

The Silver Economy represents a substantial economic opportunity and a key growth engine for
global tourism. By 2030, seniors will be major consumers and influential in shaping tourism trends.
Companies in the travel and hospitality sector must adapt to their needs by providing personalized,
accessible, eco-friendly, and innovative services. Investing in Silver Tourism is about meeting the
increasing demand and seizing the opportunity for sustainable transformation within the global
tourism industry.
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