
NICE TO BAN CRUISE SHIPS IN THE
SUMMER

An announcement is creating quite a stir on the French Riviera.
Christian Estrosi, the mayor of Nice, has declared his intention to
ban cruise ships in the city starting in the summer of 2025.
Concerns for the environment and the tourism sector drive this bold
decision. However, the move has not received consentaneous
support.

A Thunderclap in the World of Tourism

During his New Year's greetings presentation on January 22, the mayor of Nice surprised his
audience by announcing plans to ban cruise ships that are considered too polluting. This ban
will apply to the port of Nice and the harbor of Villefranche-sur-Mer, popular stops for cruise
passengers in the Mediterranean.

Christian Estrosi explained that his decision aims to combat maritime pollution and the
"overtourism" caused by these large vessels. He stated, "Cruises that pollute and drop off low-cost
clientele who consume very little but leave behind their waste have no place here."

To implement this ban, the mayor intends to quickly issue a municipal decree, especially now that
the metropolis he oversees has taken control of the port's management. The planned enforcement
date has been set for July 1, despite concerns raised by shipping companies about existing
reservations.

A Forced Ecological Transition

Local environmentalists have welcomed the decision, but its implementation raises several
questions. How can long-planned stopovers be canceled in just a few months? What will the
implications be for tourism appeal and the economy of the Côte d'Azur?

According to a source close to the authorities, the reservation schedule could complicate the
immediate application of such a measure. "I am reviewing the reservations that may have been made
to determine under what conditions we can cancel some if not all," said the mayor.

Despite these challenges, Christian Estrosi supports this radical shift, drawing inspiration from
Venice's example. Since August 2021, cruise ships have been prohibited from entering the historic
center of Venice. The mayor of Nice welcomed this measure, stating, "Look at how Venice has
regained its beauty by having a mayor who definitively refuses cruises!"

The Challenge of Sustainable Tourism on the Côte d'Azur

The decision to ban large cruise ships from the Côte d'Azur raises essential questions about the
ecological transition of tourism in this renowned international destination. The region faces the dual
challenge of preserving its environment while maintaining its tourism appeal.

The influx of visitors is significant, with over 200 cruise ship stopovers in Nice and Villefranche-sur-
Mer for 2024. However, this comes at a substantial environmental cost, including a large carbon
footprint, overcrowding of local sites, and minimal economic benefits for the community—concerns



raised by opponents of mass tourism.

Yet, implementing an immediate ban on these ships without a viable alternative poses risks. The
potential impact on employment, port revenues, and the overall international reputation of
the destination should be considered. Therefore, engaging in consultation with all tourism
stakeholders is crucial to successfully navigate such a green transformation.

Nice's goal is to create a model for sustainable tourism that blends the preservation of natural
heritage with the promotion of responsible travel. To achieve this, the authority must navigate the
delicate balance between ecological aspirations, economic realities, and political consequences. This
presents a significant challenge.
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