TOP SEVEN TRAVEL DESTINATIONS AT
RISK DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change is already significantly affecting many regions of
the world. If the current trend continues, some popular vacation
and travel destinations may no longer be accessible or may change
drastically by 2034. Rising temperatures, higher sea levels, and

= extreme weather events threaten these regions' local populations,
tourist 1nfrastructure and natural beauty. Tourism Review presents seven endangered travel
destinations.

7/ Florida Keys

The Florida Keys face severe threats from rising sea levels and frequent hurricanes. By 2034, many
flat islands could lose parts of their landmass, significantly impacting tourism. The coral reefs, a key
attraction for divers and snorkelers, are also being harmed by the warming of the oceans and the
increasing acidification of the water.

The Florida Keys heavily invests in coastal conservation projects to protect the islands from flooding
and erosion. These projects include the construction of dikes and breakwaters and the restoration of
mangrove forests. These natural barriers are crucial in combating storm surges and rising sea
levels. Additionally, many tourism companies are adopting sustainable practices such as reducing
plastic waste, protecting marine life, and promoting ecotourism.

6/ The Galapagos Islands

Due to their isolated location, the Galapagos Islands, a unique ecosystem and UNESCO World
Heritage Site, are particularly sensitive to climate change. Rising ocean temperatures threaten the
marine ecosystem and lead to coral bleaching, while changing weather patterns affect the islands'
wildlife. The unique animal species that make up the islands' appeal could be increasingly
endangered, and the balance could be irreversibly disrupted.

The Galapagos Islands are one of the most well-protected nature reserves globally, with
approximately 97 percent of the land designated as a national park. Human activities like fishing,
tourism, and construction projects are strictly regulated.

5/ The Arctic

The Arctic, known for its pristine icy landscape and unique wildlife, is rapidly transformed by climate
change. The melting of the Arctic ice caps means that animal populations are threatened. Polar
bears, walruses, and other Arctic animals are losing their habitat. By 2034, the Arctic may hardly be
an intact natural backdrop for tourists as the ice melts and ecosystems change irrevocably. The
greatest threat to the Arctic is climate change. Nowhere else has the earth been warming faster
than here. Within the last 100 years, the WWF network has warned that the average annual
temperature here has risen by five degrees Celsius.

Several governments and environmental organizations have started setting up protected areas in the
Arctic to safeguard its delicate ecosystems. Measures are also being taken to address issues such as



oil spills, plastic waste, and other pollutants. Scientists have noticed that certain animal species in
the Arctic are demonstrating an ability to adapt to changing environmental conditions.

4/ Venice

Venice, known as the city of canals, is facing an uncertain future. The town is already regularly
affected by flooding and is increasingly threatened by rising sea levels. It is predicted that by 2034,
Venice may only be accessible to tourists to a limited extent or not at all.

Through continuous improvements and maintenance, the MOSE (Modulo Sperimentale
Elettromeccanico) system can help protect the city from flooding in the long term while
comprehensive plans are in place for restoring and reinforcing the buildings.

3/ The Alps

The Alps, which stretch from France through Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Austria, and Slovenia, are
a popular destination for winter sports enthusiasts and hikers. However, they are also in danger of
climate change. Global temperatures are causing glaciers to melt faster and the snow line to rise. By
2034, many ski resorts could struggle with a lack of snow or have to give up altogether. In a few
decades, the Alps as we know them today could only offer the usual winter paradise in smaller,
higher regions.

Ski resorts at altitudes above 2000 meters are expected to remain snow-sure in the coming decades.
Artificial snowmaking is already a crucial method to ensure snow in many ski resorts.

2/ The Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef, located near the east Australian coast, is the largest coral reef system in the
world and a popular travel destination for divers and nature enthusiasts. However, the reef faces
significant challenges due to global warming, which is resulting in coral bleaching. Rising water
temperatures and increased ocean carbon dioxide levels damage the delicate corals. If this trend
continues, it is projected that by 2034, the reef may be so severely affected that it will be difficult for
tourists to appreciate its beauty.

In March of this year, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, the governing body responsible
for the reef off the coast of Queensland, Australia, confirmed that the corals experienced their fifth
mass bleaching event in just eight years due to significantly elevated water temperatures.

Various measures and initiatives are being implemented to safeguard the reef and enhance its
resilience. Scientists are actively breeding corals that exhibit excellent resistance to increasing
water temperatures.

1/ The Maldives

The Maldives, the tropical paradise with its bright white beaches and crystal-clear waters, is one of
the most threatened destinations. The island nation is just above sea level, and rising sea levels
could mean many islands will be partially flooded in 2034. Experts warn that large parts of the
Maldives could only become inhabitable with drastic climate protection measures within the next
few decades. The Maldives is investing in innovative construction projects to address the threat of
rising seas.
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